
Atine, Patrese

From: Simiermeyer, Sequoyah
Sent: Monday, December 12, 20114:112 PM
To:

Killsback, Dion K; Appel, Elizabeth; Tsosie, Paul; Kunesh, Patrice; Echohawk, LarrySubject: FW. Finial Admin Error Standard Memo
Attachments: 12-12-1915.pdf; 1851 treaty.pdf; 1962 order.pdf, 6-29-1921.pdf; Tejon Indian Tribe 12 12

201 11.pdf, Tejon Reaffirmation 12.1 11.docx; genealoi 10-28-1916.pdf; 11-7-1916.pdf;Final Admin Error Standard Memo.docx

Liz and Dion:

Attached Is a draft response to the Tejon Indian Tribe.  The Tribe requested either to be recognized uindler the IRA or for
its federal status to be reaffirmed because of an administrative error by the DOI. Also attached is a memo that describes

Can you both take a look and give feedback on the draft response letter ("Tejon Reaffirmation 12.11")? 
I have the information that

the Tribe submitted and have attached to this e-mail some of the federal documents that are referred to
Any feedback would be greatly appreciated even if we can just have a conversation in the next day, so

thanks in advance for your time. Thanks for reading through the typos that still maybe in the letter.

Paul, after Liz and Dion give their Input, woulldl you like to send a version of the response letter to the OFA, PAC Region
and the BIA Indian Services?  Before any draft gets distributed internally, could you talk directly with Patrice about how
SOL will review?  Within SOL, I that Maria and Mike may need to be added for the next version but of course defer to
Patrice and Paul.  Until then, I am keeping the distribution list just to the people on this e-mail. Thank you everyone for
maintaining the A-C privilege.

Thanks.

Sequoyah

From: Kunesh, Patrice
Seni Wednesday, November 16, 20117:41 PM
To: Echohawk, Larry
Cc: Tsosie, Paul; Simermeyer, Sequoyah; Kunesh, Patrice
Subject: Final Admiin Error Standard Memo

ATTORNEY — CLIENT COMMUNICATION AND DELIBERATIVE PROCESS PRIVILEGE
DO NOT RELEASE

I have 3 things to report:

1.  
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Please let me know if you have any questions.
Patrice
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Page 3.

that he became so persistent in his opposition that he told him if he

efurther interfeared that he would have him arested"

The night before leaving Bakersfield I called on the present

Supt.Public Schools to learn why no school by the County has for some

time nit been carried on for these IIndians,and was informed by him .

that it was the opposition of the ranch owners through their manager,
w

Lopez.   This manager acting under instructions from the ranch owla*rs

by repeated and persistent efforts hae,  I was informed,caused every
except the Chief,

Indianjhepresenting the head of a family or living in any one of the
cabin homes to sign some character of agreement or lease contract,

a

01 oh 1 suppose is intended'  more as recognition of the rights of the

owners and an estoppel to thv Indian setting up any claim to the land,

than any thing else.  The older Indians of this band have not entirely

abandoned the conviction that they have a legal right to thefTand on

which their old villsge was situated.  The following type - written notice
was through Lopez "served on Chief Lozada,viz: "June 26 1915 To Juan

Lozade(Chief'  Tejon)
You are hereby notified not to put any improvements,or buildings,
or structures of any kind upon any of the lands and premises of
the Tejon "Ranch or Cgmpany,unless you sign a lease with them and
permission is given you to so do Tejon Ranch Co,by J.J.Lopez,

r Manaager R

r.: The recent buring at night of Lozadaa,'s home during his and his

wifeve absenoe In Bakersfield and the serving of this notice causes

he and the other  ,Indilum s to believe the ranch people are responsible

for the burning of his house.  Castro also shares in this conviction.

Through Castro and the Chief learn that the ranch owners give

employment to from 8 to 12 of the most able - bodied of these Indians

for from 2 to 3 months during each year,paying a nominal wage,elightly
less than is usually paid for such work, and that 2 to 3 have work on

the ranch nearly the entire year.  These Indians taken as a whole are

mentally rather weak,with possible exception of the Chief.and therefore

more easily imposed upon.  As 1 noted the situation,so long as through
4
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L40. 04.. Page 4

their Present manager these Indians may be kept environed, controlled

and used as in the past "there is not the remotest probability of the

present owners of the ZIP desiring to make any change which will
cffeat adversely the interests of the Tejon Indians"

As I see it,thsse Indians have proven more of an sees+,  to this

ranch than a disadvantage.  I am confident not a single Indian has

every been employed 'by the ranch owners until needed and only kept in

service as long as their intorests suggested,and I an reasonably
have

certain that no better wagss,been paid them than paid for similar work

elsewhere.  This ranch consists of over 200,000 acres,and the Indian
he,

raz cheria situated as it is therein,herdly mentally capacitated to

protect himself agaAst impositions,far removed from white friend[  ho

might see and protect him,denied the possibility of ever increasing

v his holdings,in that these ranch owners,as I understand, refuse to
n

sell
T part of their holdings for a permanent home for these people,

aar,under present successful management,can he hope for a school for

hie  +ehildren,causes me to conclude that these Indians should be

removed entirely off this company land as soon as passible.

During my'short stay in Bakersfield in efforts to secure reliable

information concerning these Indians,af'ter first tweeting Castro,who was

suggested to me as the best and most valuable friend to these people,at

his suggestion I called upon idr.R.xoMonald,editor of one of the papers,

1723 Chester Ave,;   3.3rmnono,Atty.in Producers Rank Building,  Judge

i[.A.Peairs,ludge of the Superior Court, Prof .R,,1.Stockton and some few

others,  All of these gentlemen expressed the opini-6n, through with
some

such opinion was reached largely from other than actual personal knowl.

edge,that these Indians have not in the past met with just,fair and

humane tr t tment,some seemingly believing that their present oondi-
is

tissmx little short ofpeonage.

i
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It is wde egret that duty as I understand it,  for I feel .
that the t}f P- heer wwhat I have heard, farces me to report the most
serious charge yet mentioned.   The man,T,C,Castre,who has spent con-
siderable of his time among these indians,has known the bend all his
live their language as well or better than they do,makes no

arcret in the charge that during the past several years this man Lopez,
who,has been on this ranch for the past 35 or 40 yeaxe,aincze company
ownership as ranch manager,has so managed as to be able to take unlaw-
ful and unholy advantage of a number of the young and most prepossessigg
girls of this band,accomplishing his uxrhoiy dee about

the Period of their reaching young womanhood,ax Soon thereafter.
I made mention if this serious charge to Judge peeirs,who had to

ay that While he had heard these charges,and that Castro had discussedi
the some with him,yet he could conclude they have ever reached such
nature as to be susceptible of proof in court.  The remoteness of the
Indian rancheria and the ignorance of these people make them espy
Victims of wicked designing men.

Both fir sans and Mrr.McDo&ald have promised to try and find some
suitable location for these Indians to the east,up the crook outolft
of the ranch company enclosure,and writs me re$Ilit$  of their efforts.

Mr Mee

expressed the conviction that such place could be found,
and tha people should be rived a$  sash ag Possible.

I shall write both he and Ar,   eons within the max few day-a.

If not under present appropriation, then would suggest that
under neat, this Indians should have first relies'  from their present
unfortunate environments,

Very respectfully,

m c a e Agent    •.
See Census hereto attached,numbetng a total of 7

i

0.
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Y Y

1

YUka 18,  Refugia 13 and Izabell 10, 3..

Total, 79.

Respectfully submitted,

Sp al In Agent.

ai: eaiika. irrr+ iktwr:+ u..l tkk ..mk.'t,w',.s..;.rd.''......  + 1n., x"• ax: . , t'(eiv". *,wlnxy"Ag6N1i.;.     sae. Ĵ
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TRRATX WITH THE OASTAxz,  TBXON,  ],To„  1361.
y

TaueTV I
STATr

nz

a> 

ANACiCAZaaNCLxrAUUDA]M
A,T CAaar PEas1 la'. Sara AT TEm TmuN Pess,y

JUNE 10,  1851,  IixTytrnIMUNaT.r1n ST- AT.E1s COM41iSON
C

An4s
lg

D H M3I >, aNn .Tnn Cnxrras, C,xrTAxNS .    HnA1s Mrr
d of Tan 11CASTAx3c," "' TXXUN," &c., Titivra or InDIANS.
Y,

A treaty of peace and friendship made and entered into at Cam Persifer P.
f gn®10

h
Smith at the Texan pass, in the State of California, on the tenthday1861

of Jung,  eighteen hundred and fdt• -cyne, beeen Q1ea a W. Bar-
one of the commissioners appointed by th

1 ,
turrla

boor,
e PrUn cut of theited States to make treaties with the various Indian tribes in the State of Californiaand having full authority to act, of the first part, and the'chiefs, oaptains and heada

men of the following tribes of Indians, to 111t:  Castake, Texon, San Imirio, Uvas,y Carises, Buena Vista, Senshu -ow, Holo -dame,   ho-nuts, "I"oci: a, axed dal- rd-uh,of the second part.

AnTiorz I.. The said tribes of Indians jointly and severally acknowledge them-selves to be under the exclusive jurisdiction, control, and management of the gov-i

erument of the United States, and undertake and promise on their part,, to lure onterms of peace and friendship with the government of the United States and thecitizens, thereof, with each other, and with all Indian tribe's at peace with the Unitede States.

I 2'.  It is agreed between the contracting parties,  that for an wrong orin ury done individuals of either party, to the person or property of
any

of te3 other, nopersonal or individual retaliation shall be attempted, but i all sorb oases

h

the party aggrieved shall apply to the proper civil authorities for a redress of suchwrong or injury • and to enable, the civil

an
authorities more effectivl r to suppreas crimeand punish guifty offenders,  the said Indian tribes jointly an severally promisetto

d alnd assist xn bringing to justice any person or persons that may be found atany time among them, and who shall be charged with the commiss'fon of any crimeor' misdemeanor..

A z 3'.  It is agreed between the parties that the following district of countrybe set apart and forever held for the sole use and occupancy of said tribes of Indians,to wit: beginning at the fhst forks of Kern river, above the Tar springs, near whi llthe road travelled by the military escort, accampatLyri'     id commissioner to thiscamp crosses said river, thence down the middle of sat "d
as'   

to the C'ar aes lakethence to Buena Vista lake, thence a straight line from the most westerly point o#said Buena Vista Iake to the nearest point of the Coast range of mountains, thencealoe; the base of said range to the niouth or westerly terminus of the Texon passor Canon and from thence a straight line to the nmeat of t1e United Stag and to the State of C a,, therightof way over d
v

territory, axed the right to erect any military post or poste, houses forand others in the service or employment a# the _gcrux
oflicera

consideration of the foregoing, the said tribes of Indians, jhintlr and t In

theywhich th
ever

or ,  to the government of the United States to any and all other lands toor either of them-now have or may ever had any claim or title whatsoever.AnT. 4. In further consideration of the premises and for then
p
rs

in the subsistence of said tribes of Indiana for the period of two ea
a€ aiding

it is agreed by the party of the first part to furl? said. tribes "o1nt1 t
m his date,

uted in proper proportions among them,) with one hundred and fifty eef cattle,average five hundred pounds eaoll, for each year.  It is further agreed that as soonafter tha rat Pncation o this treaty by the Pk siident and Senate of the United States,as may be practicable and convenient, the said tribes shall be furnished jointly (tobe distributed as aforesaid) and free of charerty, to wit: six1 , with the following articles of pr5rpargs acrd airy small plouwork mules or horses twelve yoke of ghs, twelve sets ofharness complete, twelveCalifornia oaten, MMY spades or shaves, fifty mattocks or  ' as, all neces
one hnndrec boss

plaantiug for one year, one thousand pounds of iron, twohuamclred steel,five hundred blankets, two pains of coarse pantaloons and ttivo flannel shirts for eachman and boy over fifteen years old, one thousand yards of Hussy cloth, same of cotton
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1102
PART IV.-  '.IWATY" WITH 233S C"TAK;  'emote

cloth, and the same of coarse calico, for clothing for the women and children, twenty.five pounds of thread,' three thousand needles, bl1 of scissors, and six grindstones. e, six Jaen pantstwo hundred thim

Attar: 5.. The United ,Mates agree further to furnish a. moan skilled in the businessof farming, to instruct said tribes and such othersthe business of fjwming; one blacks as may ba planed . under him, in
wagon blacksmith,  and ace moan skilled cn working wood,rnal ens,or rough a"enter;)  once superior and auah assistant school - teachersas may be necessary; all to jive among, work far, anal, teach said tribes and such othersas they may be required to work for and teach.  Said farmer, blacksmith worker inwood and teachers to be supplied to said tribes, and continued only so Yong as theresident of the United States shall deem advisable; a schoolhouse and other budd-ing necessary for the parsons mentioned in this article, to be erected at the cost ofthe government of the 9ifited States.

This treat to be binding on the contracts parties when ratified and con -firmed by the Resident and Senate of the United States of America.
In testimony whereof, the parties have hereto signed their and affixedtheir seals, this the day and year first written.
Texon: CI. W- BARBOUR.   sEAI..)

VINCENTE, -his x mark, chief.     sasAL.CHICO, his x mark, chie£.. snAuPABI,O his x mark. smAr..JOSEATTONIO,'his x mark. SNAL.MARTIN his x mark. sneuU.
C'astake: FRAN•G'ZSOQ, Iris x mark. ISEA1 . 1EL

rrA.r,.

RAFAEL, his x mark, chief.
FRA.NC,ISCO, his x mark.

enAn.

MANUEL, his x mark. IsMALjSan 7snirlo:

JOSE MARIA his x mark, chief.   szAL.)
Uvas: FRANCISCO,  x mark. BR L.)

C'arises: ANTONIO, his x mark. sue.)

RA.YMUNDO,    x mark, fief.    s AqJUAN, his x mark. sue.]
Buena 'data:

JUAN DR DIOS, his x mark, e>aa,i..)

Sens- hu- AI"OL6XIO, his x mark, chief.     SEAT,.)

JOAJUIN his x mark, chief. siAL,)I L+ RYU, his x mark, chief. Ar.
NICOLAS his x mark.

rat

axAL
Rolo -cla-  es RENANCO, his x mark. sMAL . 

URBANO, his x mark., chief,
Soho nuts: OLOR.ICO, his x mark. 1939

JOSE, his x mark, chief, SBAL.
To -ci -a: MARIANO, his x mark. Qsar j

FRLIPPE, his x mark, chief. sL.]PEDRQ his x mark. rALJ
Rol- mi -uh: bWBAN his x mark. ISSAL

YRANCISCO, his x mark, chief.    sSATQMAS, his g mark. sriAL.

I
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PARTIv.' THE DAB -PM TA- MA -DO. BTC.„ 1851. 11,03

Sighed and sealed in dpplicate, after having been read and fully explained inthe presence of—
H. S, Bwr:RToltr, -rate.

s MT BAwsnoman B,
a W. S. tae, eeastetttpteam,  l7niw ,$fates .Army.J- U. I ,,,,,,,,// ca n , tTtrzrd ate,LT. HAb1T1TRdN, Ddute'D1awPat, d rd artMe
8 el. 1$B'411+L, S"CCOttd a2d'1Lte7La91t, tla2rtf t6Tt?8,
n WAVrua M. BOOM.

f TREATY WITH TM DAB -PIA,  YA- XA.Do,  BTC„  11161.
M=ATr MAase AND C,orfotrwDIW AT CAMP UNION,  NEAR Ymsb Rxv dvxwr 16,,C1 P6, CAPTAINS, ANDH N 0Nasa. BAs -PIA, Y_.M.j-l Tit sl

or- DMUNe,

A treaty of Peace and friendship made and concluded at Camp Union near the -1 weave.   pub river, between the United States Indian Agent, C). Its. Wozen-umaeoeed
foil  '' of the one part, and the chiefs, cao

p
p  and head risen of the

can, On- o- PO-ma, M a bWanrrt aaNeni shawwr eln'    Ys cum na tribes, ofthe other part.

Ar wotm 1. The several tribes or bands above-mentioned do aclanowvledge theUnited States to be the sole and absolute sovereign of all the soil add territory cededto them by a treaty of peace between therm, and the republic of Mexico.
AuT. 2. The said tribes or bands acknowledge thems jointly and severallyunder the exclusive jurisdiction, authority and protection of the United. States, andofherebyand a

bind themselves hereafter to refrain from the commission of all acts
ee

bri-pace anffriendshiam themelve and ww+ithalotherInles wv]i are
themselvenow or may carne under the rrotection of the United States; and furthermore b%nd,s to conform t am d be governed b the laws and rel;uiations of the Indianbureau, made and provided therefor by the Congress of the Irnited States.Air. g. To

Jromote the settlement and improvement of said tribes or bands,It Is h0rebY stipeted and agreed that the followwing district of country in the Stateof Californla, shall he, and is hereby set apart for for the sole use and occupancyof the aforesaid tribes of Indians to wit: commenving an Bear River, at the westernline or boundary of Camp Far West;  from thence up said stream twvelve miles in adue, line; from th̀enoe on a line due north to the Yuba river;  thence down said streamtwelve miles on a due line of the river; from thence south to the place of bnninto have and to hold the said district of country for the sole use and ocvsa,,Indian tribes forever.  ZroarteZed', 'Than there is reserved to the goveupanoeyUnited States the right of way over any portion o
rnment of the

establish and mvlhtain f said tePrtorand the right to
houses for itary post or posts,  public budding school houses,agents, teachers, and such others as theyuse or the protect of the Indians.  The said trai or and each of them,herebyengage that they will never claim any other lands within the boundaries of theUnited States, nor ever disturb the people of the United States in the free use andenjoyment thereoL

ART. 4. C̀o aid the •said, tribes or bands in their subsistence while removing toand making.their settlement upon the said reservation, the Ucto the few presents made them at this council Will fu lvite States, in addition
five hundred (6010) Bead of beef cattle, to aver

y

e in
furs

h five , fre eof charg WM
two hundred  (200) sacks of .your, one hundrM 1010] pounds each, within he termof two years from the date of this treaty.

A.T.  8. As early as convenient, after the ratification of this treaty by the Prssident and Senate, in consideration ofthe premises, and with a sincere desire to en-courage said tribes in acquiriing the arts and habits of civilized life, the United States
i

i
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dre.. Tribes of 0
Indians"

Sept.     Superintendent Seal Exhibit 2 I immediately collected together the head mere and cluefs and deputations from eve

M

rye quarter of the mountains and plains lying between o30,
1853 to Commissioner the F̀our Rivers' and that point, a distance ofabout one hundred and fifteen miles in by about the same breadth. lengthtilappenny

C)With these Indians I held council for two entire daps, explaining to them the intentions of the government in relation to their fitturesu art. after lot deliberation and much talk amore their head men and chiefs, the , a ed to acce t the terms I had offered them . " pAug, 28 Thomas Harley", Exhibit 3 Since entering upon m
y" official duties on the 261h ultimo...  I have visited the Indian reservation at Tel " n. (the only reservation at which, Q1854 Superintendent of as pet, any Indians have been collecwd, and have taken possession and supervision of the public property", schedules ofwhich willIndian Affairs in accompany my report at the expiration of the quarter. to

California to
a

George W. I fix the number, howeveiy according to the best informatxin I could obtain, at seven hundred, who admou the autho ofblay)' seventeen chiefs. edge

coThe chiefs, at their own request, have been permitted to exercise police authonty over their respective tribes, and are held responsible fir o
the - proper ota of labor from each tribe. The labor is divided ainan the chiefs. aecorran to the number m each tribe . OAug. 3c}   John Wentworth, Eitici'

bit 4 Me Indians properly belonging at present to the Tejon reservation may be numbered at about 1X0, among whom are it= following18+
62

Superintendent to thrifty tribes or bands[]  ... The Sierra or Catuana Indians PGtanemuk], under their clue:
4 A lccnte. number 36 men, 40 women. and ?t=Commissioner of children; they own 22 rows and 33 horses, and cultivate about 30 acres of land as their own farni."

Indian Affairs

i



cmVernment.

Nov chief Clark,  F Oj

Exhibitn the Office has the honor to recommend that  .  889 acres, be temporarily reserved and set asuie lot the use of the 8} Tejon band of
C)1916 Hama

b

the Indians, 
la with thef County. California Approved and referred to tine i ommnasnnner of the General Land Office for action in accordance oand F- lonotab

foregoing resornmeadatton."
Nov. 9,   Secretary of the CD =

1916 Interior
U
f—

Aug, 2,   Public Land Order Exhibit 44 7be departmental order of 1lox-
rm a 9- 1916 tam fatal •

Q
Po resetvitng and setting ride the foIlowmg described lands for use of the FJ1962 2738.

2 Fed Reg. Tejon Band of Indians, is hereby reroked"
7636

Q

r`
ce)
0
0
0



time the1914 Indian
agent of the United States was extended over them.

1l,dtction

Asbury to
0

Commissioner of These Indians had hued at the same place for mamt years, one of the old men sav from the time the star came up the first time.
A

Indian affairs p
0

They have continued to live on the ranch up to the present time but the number has diminished by death and removal to other places untilat present there are about sixty Indians making their home there U
f—

I asked [Tejon Ranch] if they would sell us a small tract o f land where the Indians live or giti us some sort of Easement that would secure

Q
m

the use of that land to the Indians at least for a long term ofyears. Q

Unless some ground can be found to support the claim of the Indians to nuts to the land occupied it seems that it will be necessarr for usto b the lac t, or to to tau land of some one else in that same localilt:"
if it can be bo Q

August Special Indian Exhibit 9 Wl you sell to the Government, for the use of that band or Indians, a small tract of land coveting then present homes with a water light1 1914 gent Asbury to for their present gardens?'`
hir. Harry r

Chandler, Los co

Aneeles
0

Times o
o

art. 25,    Special Indian Exhibit 11 1 recommend the Tejon situation to be given first consideration and we are anxious to Mow whether there is a chance of purchasing915 agent Asbury to some land there, in order that steps may be taken to use this money
NIL Harry Chandler

You understand that we are anxious to secure a permanent home for those Indians, if possible ''Dec. 12,   December 12,
191 S Exhibit 14 I am not advised] as to nature and extent of these reports; however, regret to sar that my investigation made among these people, having1415 Report and Census visited their Raicheria and carefully gone through and inspected each cabin home, causes me to conclude the citizens of Bakersfield havefrom Special Indian been fully justified in writing the Office in the interests of the Indians.

AgentJohn Terrell
to Commissioner of This manager acting under instructions from the ranch owners by repeated and persistent efforts has caused ever) Indian, except theIndian Affairs Chief,   to sign some character of agreement or lease contract, which I suppose is intended more as recogrution of the rights of the

owners and an estoppel to the Indian setting up am claim to the land, than any thing else The older Indians of tits band have not entirelyshandoned the conviction that they have a legal right to the land on which their old village was situated.

Census of the Indians of El Tejon Band in Kern Co. Calif."

3



Frank A. 

Virtue

Match 6,   Special Indian Exhibit 17 I spent the better parts of four da in company with 1Ir. T
O

Castro ofBakersfield, and after Year}
uii 01916 t John Terrell these Indians took with us threeJ of their leading i as home, indn clpe uan

I_.$
zada, 

ui our efforts to End them a suitable location that could be
M

to Commissioner of purtha but owithout success.
Indian affairs o

2
The most serious trouble is these Indians, were horn, raised and have never lived elsewhere than at and very near their present location, and

C)
Indian -like s

entiment
to almost entirely overshadow  _     t

Q
0,

Sept.  1,   special Exhibit 19 In the hope that I iniglht End suitable location for their removal either by G
overnmentpurchase or allotments on lands uad

m1916 Commission Juan oza Chief of thi band m a €
ox
mpany me on my recent thro roans ofIndian Service john far to du northeast as Bishop; Cali €Dints.

p° Kern, ern Ingo and Tulare counties, havirig gone as Q
J. Terrell to

Commissioner of In conclusion beg to say I have almost given up that I shat[ li7rel} succeed in securing, suitable and available lands by purchase or allotmentsIndian affairs for the removal of these Indians, at least very far distant from their present location.

Indians of this r`
g hand, in fact a1I but a few of the younger, children, are full bloods, and except Chieftaza€

ta,
A]
II the older and muddle a

are without any education and but few have even a slight knowledge of the English language; that all have lived on present location overy close, m sight, all their lives; knowing no other locality, but little of other people or environments; arid, In are more
CD

and persistently attached than ortlinanh to the Tejon Canyon[.] It is but natural that in and around this spot of a long life -timeassociation clusters many sacred memories ofj to them, eventful past. Their dead as far back as they know, are sleeping their last steepwithin their every d sight.

It will unquestionably prove a most difficult task to remove these Indians eery- far €tom presentremove them evidently it would require form toi

Mys is, if passible to accomplish, to have set aside for use of these Indians al Go s ecnment lands remainin untaken within theset RanRes and Townshity at the earliest possible moment"

4
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IN

United
States' 
Pursues
Land
Claim

tion
on

Tribe's
Behalf

N

Date

Document

Location
Relevant
Section
of

Document

J

October,   

Department
of

the

Exhibit
20

I

have
the

honor
to

transmit
herewith
a

Communication
with
ens

Iosntes
received
from
the

Dflice
of

Indian
ffaars

W

1316

Interior
I

in_ -
itien

Institution
of
a

separate
suit
in

the

United
States

Distract
Court
for
the

Southern
District
of

California
to

protect
the

interests
of

tae

Request
to

Tejon
Indians
in

their

homes
located
in

Kern

County, 
California.

Department
of

N

Justice
to

protect

The

CifFice
has
the

honor
to

submit
the

following
statement
of

facts

0

relative
to

the
E3
T

trop

Indians

U

the
El

TejI
on

with
a

vaect 
ro

having
the

Depa

Indians

ment

O

of

Just= 
take

whatever
action

maybe
deemed

advisable
for
the

protection
of

their

interests  _   
These

Indians, 
now
79
tit

number, 

near

Bakersfield
rat

Kim

County, 
California, 
on

lands
which, 
if

survered, 
would

probably
be

described
as

Sec. 
S

u, 
T

11

N, 
H

17

W

Cl

They

maintain
tribal

relations
and
the

record

evidences
a

continued
occupancy
of

these
lands
for
at

least
11141

years.

MO0

The

Office
has

prepared
the

enclosed
draft
of
a

letter
to

the

Attorney
General

requesting
that

steps
be

taken
by

rite

proper
u=nited
States

Attomcy
to

profit
the

interests
of

those

Indians
to

whatever
rights
they
may

hate
to

their

vtllage
home
Its

suggested
that
evert
if

the

home
of

these

Indians
might

not
be

procured
for

them
in

fee
by

this

method, 
the

Syndicate
might
at

least
be

placed
an
a

position
where
it

Q

would
be

williag
to

co

a

the

matter
by
a - 

sale
to

the

Ginned
States
at
a

teasortablc
for
the

lands
oc -     

b

the

Indians."

m

Jan. 
1  ,    

Report
and

map
of

Eir6tbit
22.   

Un
Nov
lit

1blr. 

K.K

Palmer, 
Assistant

Engineer, 
and
one

rodroan, 
were

detailed
by

this

office
to

proceed
to

the

Tejon
Indian
lands
and

Q

1915

Tejon
lands

matte
such

surveys
and

investigations
as

were

necessary
to

secure
the

data.   

The
T

on

band
f

In

hate
be

rsince
b

i

living
in

the

6

Unitprepared
by

the

Tehachapi
lrlo

attaaits
rip

the

south
m

edge
of

the
San

Joaquin
Valle, 
space

before
the

coming
of
the

Spatuards
o

California. '

Q

United
States

Indian

Irrigation
Service

ticce)

tifay
25,    

Special
Assistant
tQ

Exhdbh
rhhe

Departruient
cif

Justice
has

been

requested
by

the

Deparunent
of

the

Interior
to

hung
tut
in

the

Federal
Court
to

protect
these
wards

o

1920

the

Atrome=-

23

of
the

Government
in

their
tights. 
W16
are

here
to

commence
such
a

suit
and

wild, 
of

course, 
carry
it

to

die

Supreme
Court
of

the

Untied

o

General
George

States
unless

successfid
below. 
In
it

we

will

assert
the

Indian

occtapancv
title
not

only
to

tie

small
tract
still
tin

Frase

der

Ittdaan

cultivation. 
but
to

Fraser
to

Mr. 

Harry

a

much
greater
territory, 

once

undoubtedly
used
by

the

Indians, 
subject
to

their
right
of

possession
and
now

needed
by

the

tube
as
at

Chandler. 
Tejon

present

constituted, 
but

fium
which

they
have
been

forced.

Ranch

Syndicate

This... 
is
a

clear
case
It

has

been

carefully
and

paticaitly

investigated. 
Repressive
force
has

been

exerted
in

the

name
of
a

wealthy
and

powerf
d

syndicate, 
against
ignorant
and

helpless
people
whom
it

is

especially
the

legal
and

moral
duty
of

the

United
States
to

protect.

There
is

but
one

point
on

which
there
can
be
no

give
and

take

that
the

Government
must

obtain
for
the

Indians

permanent
and

uatdisturbetl - 
possession
of
in

aoNuate
tract

under
secure

legal
title

April
24.   

Special
Assistant
to

Exhibit

Preliminary
to

carrying
out
our

plait
to

see

whether
a

satisfactory
seedement
multi
be

trade
br

rgreement
with
the

owners
of

the

Mexican

1926

the

Attorney

54

giant
upon
which
the

Tejon
Indians
are

settled, 
before

brings
stet, 
we

thought
it

desirable
that
hit

Fraser
and

tnav - 
elf, 
be
fu

thu
wt

the

General
to

the

situation
on

the

ground  ... 

After
goin_  

ov
the

Indian
lands
and

talkin
to

the

Chid
we

endeavored
to

open

negotiations
with
the

Attorney
General

owners
of
the

ranch

through  '
rest
t

rimer[.]  ... 
We
also
saw
I& 

Virtue, 
the

Superintendent
of
the

Tile
River
Indian

Reservation,

under
whose

jurisdiction
these
Tejon
Indians
come."

5
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TRIBE
CN

United
States' 
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Land  !    

Li '   

tion
out

Trtibe's
Behalf

coned

o

hate

Document

Location
Relevant
Section
ofloc
tent

N 

Dec. 
20,   

Bill
of

Complaint

Exhibit
71

lI
cis - 

suit
is

brought
under
the

authority
and
bj- 

the

diieciioim
of
the .

1ttomer
General
of
the

Untted
States
at

the

request
of

the

Secretary
o€

W

192€t

the

Interior.. - 
in

furtherance
of
its

Indian
policy
and
also
in

its
to

act

as -

p

guardian
for

sundry
Indians

known
as

the

Teton
Band
or

rn

Tribe
of

Indians
now
and

from
time

immemorial
residing

on

certain

hereinafter
described, 
in

what
is

now
Kern

County,

California; 
that
said

Indians
are
and

firm
time

immemorial
have
been

tribal

Indians, 
and
at

all

times
since

July ',

o

1846, 
have
been
and

now

are

wards
of
the

United
States
and
at

all

time

herein

mentioned
were
and
still
a

re

incortmpetent
to

manage
rhea
owu

afFairsl.

UO

Y

TJhat
said

Tejon
Indians
were
acid
are
the

ancestors
and

predecessors
of

the

existing
band
or

tribe
of

that

name, 
that

up
tQ

the

rears _ 
643

C)

and

1845, 
and
for
a

long
time

thereafter, 
as

hereinafter
set € 

nth, 
stied

Tejon
Indians

resided
upon

and

exclusively- 
possessed, 
used, 
and

M

cultivated
said

premises
above

described, 
and
as

well
said

r

track

raising
crops
and
as

o

t,   

g
cop

p

tuung
cattle, 
hors
and

other
stock

therein.

o2

The
suit
is

brought
by

authority
of
the

Attorney
General
of
the

United
States
at

the

request
of
the '

Secretary
of

the

Interior
in

fnrdterance
of

U

the

Indian
policy
of
the

Government, 
which
is

here

acting
as

guardian
of
a

band
or

tribe
of

liisston
Indians, 
wards
of

the

United
States, 
and

Q

incompetent
to

manage
their

own

affairs, 
known
as

Tejon

Indians, 
and

from
time

unrimemond
residing

on
a

described
tract
in

Fern
Cou
nr _

m

California. 
The

above

mentioned
officials
in

bringing
the
suit
are

acting
not

only
in

the

general
line
of

their
duty
and
in

defense
of
the

Q

Reveral
Indian
title
of

occupancy
and
use
but
also

under
the
s

ectfic

Muirements
of

the
act
of

anuaw
12,1891
26

Star. "

12..."

June
29,   

Memorandum
from

Exhilnit
25

From
time

immemorial
the

Tejon
Indians
have

occupied
a

tract
called
the

Tejon
which

includes
die

extreme
souihern
end
of
the
San

U)

1921

George
Fraser,

Joaquin
I

alley =, 

Fern

Count}; 
CaWornia, 
an,d

extends
into
the

mountains
adjoining... '

Q

al .

3ssistaiit
to

1

In

1851, 
a

treat; 
eras

negotiated
with
this

tube
6

S

commissioncts
dcicgatLd
by

Congress
for
the

purpose, 
whereby, 
in

consideration
of

the

confirmation
of

certain
lands
to

them
for

their

the

Attorney

exclusive
occupancy
and
the

performance
of

other

conditions
by

the

United
States, 
the

General, 
to

Ilia

y

agreed
to

surrender
the

remainder
of

rhea

territon';

ti

but
the

treat} 
was

never
ratified

by

the

Senate
and
no

treats• 
or

agreement
of

any
sort

was
ever

consummated
with
these

Indians.

ce)

Utoraney
General

o

We
told
bun
that
frets
and
law
had

been

rniisirl

o

Bred, 
that
the

Interior

Department
had
laid
the

matter
before
the

Department
of

Justice

o

stating
that
the

condition
of

the

Indians
was

unsatisfactory
and

making
that
suit
be

brought
if
it

were

thought

maintatnable
that
the

r
laite

Department, 
after

care€ul

consideration, 
had
now

derided, 
and
that

indeed
it

was
not

only
ilia

general
bunt
the

specific
duty
of

the

Attorney

General
under
the
Act
of

1891
to

protect
these

Indians.... 
Finally, 
the

case
is

in

every
way
a

meritorious
one. 
The

condition
of

these

Indians

is
a

reproach
to

our

ciailization. 
They

are

opposed
to

an

aggregation
of

the

wealthiest
and

most

influential
capitalists
in

Soudiem
California

and

have
no

hope
or

recourse
except

through
the 

iteraendon
of
the

United
States... 
The
tract

which
it
is

the

purpose
of

the
suit
to

secure

for
the

band
is

in
a

ternote
corner
of

the

Tejon
Ranch
where
the

presence
of
the

Indians
can
in

no

way
be
an

annoyance
or

detriment
to

their

neighbors
acid
as

above

pointed
out, 
is

in

every
way

suitable
and

desirable
for

their

maintenance."

1923

United
Staler
P. 

Title

Tab
H

In
the

capacity
of

guardian
of
a

band
of

h&ssion
Indians, 

incompetent
to

manage
their
own

affairs, 
known
as

the
1

jun
lndu
s, 

residing

Inlxmntr & 
Tract

on
a

described
tract
of

land
in

Kern

County, 
Cal., 
the
l; 

sited
States

brought
a

sett

against
the

appellees, 
seeking
to

have
the

original
tide
of

Co., 
288
F

621, 
823

occupancy
and

possession
of

the

land
by

the

Indians

confirmed
and

established
as
a

species
of

casement
founded
on

the

grant
of

tick
to

the

9
Cir

1923

lands
from
the

Mexican

government, 
and
to

obtam

compensation
for

alleged
acts
of

wrong
and

oppression
committed

by

the

appellees, 
and

to

enjona
further

molestation
of
the

Indians. 
The

particular
subject
of

the
suit
is

3,364
acres
within
the

boundaries
of
EI

Tejon
rancho . ',

9

4

United
Slater
tit

Tab
C

Mis
is
a

suit
by

the

United
States, 
as

guardian
of

certain .
omission

Indians, 
to

quiet
in

them
a '

perpetual
tight' 
to

occupy, 
use, 
and

enjoy
a

Awriea
P. 

Tiik

part
of
a ...

land
grant
in

Souther
Cahfonmia[. "

Iirrim:M
e:: 

T,rad

Cm
aq, 

265
U.S.

4'2

1924

fi
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United
States' 

Swervis
ion

ofT  '
on

True
After

Supreme
Court

LkLgaflon
and

Efforts
to

Secure

N

Land

c

Date

Document

Locution _  
Relevant

Section
of

Document

June
14,    

Telegram
fro
n

Eocl>iit
2fi

four

1924

Assistant

thirteenth
instant. 

Decision
of

Lower
Court
in

EL

TefOn
case

affirmed

tmmechate
steps
will
be

taken
for
the

Commissioner

IndiansIndians
to

extent
of

Rinds

available,"

ehef
of

W 

E.B. 

Mentt
to

F.G.

Collett

NO

C

19,    

Assistant

Eahihit
2?   

You
are

requested
m

make
a

careful

tnvesttgatton
with
a

view
to

determining
how

large
an

appropriatton
should
be

requested
at

the

next

O

1924

Commissioner

session
of

Congress
to
a

c

uw

pry ; 
5

Meutt
to

to

ele
n

In

n" 
m

addition
to

the  ',

90" 
3•uu
have

already
been

authorized
to

use

Cl

after)ul
1, 

1924-  
It
is

desired
that
Tou

report
this

mforrnation
to

the ©

ffice
by

telegraph
at

the

Superintendent

earlies

practicable
date'

C)

L.A. 
bo

on

o

S

tember

Secretary
the

i}'

Exhibit
28

The
Indian
Bureau
of

this

Department
is

in

communication
with
the

Superintendent
of

the

Sacramento
Agency, 
who
has

tiaasdicaon
aver

0

1924

Interior
Hubert

the

Tejon
Band
of

Indians
and
he

has

beat

instructed
to

arrarme
for
a

conference
with
the

Indians
and
the

ranch

owners
with
a

Knew
to

m

Work
to

the

ascertaining
just

what

agreement
might
be

made
for
the

Indians
to

continue
to

occupy
the

land
and

receive
emplova
ton
the

much.

Attorney
General

The
S

antendent' s

Q

report  .. 
is

expected
within
a

short
time

whereupon
the

whole
matter
will

remove
careful

consideration
and

special

attention
will
be

given
to

the

proposition ... 
that
a

portion
of
the

laird

might
be

obtained
for
the

Indians
by

condemnation
proceedings
if

Q

the

ranch
owners
will

not

consent
to

the

sale."

October

Superintendent
Exhiib
t

29

T
his

wall

acknawiedge
receipt
of

your

letter... 
having

reference
to

the

Tejon
Band
of

Indians
residing
on

the

Tejon
Ranch
in

Kee

18, 

1924

L.A.. 

Dongton
to

County, 

California.

Commissioner
of

ti

Indian
airs

co

1n

rep13- 
kindly
permir
me
t+o ..  

advise
that
it

had
not

been

deemed
expedient

norm
the

best

interest
of

the

Indians
m

hurq
or

attempt
to

0

Aff

force
a

conference
such
as

contemplated, 
as

the

people
owning
the

ranch  _  
are

very

much

occupied
with
other
affairs
and
an €-

o

conference, 
or

meetings
held
with
the

Indians
at

the

ranch
should
be
at

their

convenience
and

pleasure-  
AI3

knowledge
of

conditions
has

prompted
me
to

take
this

view
of

Elie

situation
and

unless

otherwise
directed
will
act

accordingly
in

the

premises.

For

yore
information
at

this

time

kindly
be

further

respectfully
advised
the

said

Indians
are

now
on

the

same
land

occupied
by

them
for

many
years, 
and

without
any

objection. 
That
their

school
is

being

continued
and

conducted
in

the

same

satisfactory
manner
as

since
first

established.bouts
Indians

belonging
to

Tejon
Band
see
T

of
11
1

10/1924 $
243814
with

32382— 
Sacramento

NoK•ember
acting

Secretary
of

Exhibit
30

Reference
is

again
made
to

the

couespondence
relating
to

the

Tejon
Band
of

Indians
in

California
whu
lost
their
suit
in

the

Supreme

1924

the

Itnterior
E.0

Court
to

have
title

confirmed
in

them
to

the

land
that• 
have

aced
for

many
nears.

Finney
to

Attorney
General

A

report
has

recently
been

received
from
the

Superintendent
of

the

Sacramento
Indian

Agency
who
has

p

get 
y

junstbction
over
these

Indians,

wherein
he

discusses
their

conditions."

November
Telegraph

Pram

Exhibit
29

Your

telegram
eighth. 

Approximately
seventy- five
Indians

belong
to

Tejon
Band
of

which
twenty

attend
public
school
an

Tejon
Raticli "

I0, 

1924

SuperintendentDorritigton
toCommissioner

of

Indian
Affairs



Alay 8, 1925

response
O
Cl

naiie 23,     Ceimniissione of Attachment

Teton which at one torte sues cunshdered a Ran cherry has passed through legal ptocedurc title has been declared be to the heron pIndian192° affairs to Nov. 8,   Ranch, Effort has bum made to puzelhase land the Indians occupied, but the owne :s offrom the Rancho refused to sell but have eYexpressed th oin 2QD6 Fetter willingness that the Indians should remain there and occupy the land as formerly without arty objection so long as they do not makeleSuperintendentto Interior claim for aerie rental of $1.
E110

per year is charged them for o of the land= It us useless to consider purchssutg land for themI..-
A. Dormh o el

sewhere
as the wouldy uui+

ely refuse tch mof
rom their t habitation."

26,     Secretary of the Exhibit 34 In r cgard to purehasittg some of these lands for the El I ion Indiana it may be said that by a die wn of the Vnited States supreme Court m00 Interior Ray Julie9,
1924, in the case ofUnited States of America. Appellant, v. Tide Insurance and  ' rust Company, 2 QWilbur to  that title to the land occupied by these Indians was in the Title Insurance and Trust Company, et al., and that the Tejon In

ans
had zipPresident C or valid title thereto or occupancy thereof

Q

However, the owners have been leasing to the Tejon Band the cular trypart cts, it is assumed, occupied by the Indians, for a nominalconsideration of $1.
00

per year. This procedure is, ofcourse, merely for the purpose ofhaving the Indians recognize the lessors as owners tiof the property. t
o

Correspondence in our files indicates that the Indians of the Tejon Rancho are free to do as they please without het or hindrance in regard

0
0

to the privately owned lairds which they occupy, As the situation in this case is viewed these Indians are e
supporting and contented under present conditions, and have not made any request or demand that lands be purchased for them or thatconditions be changed, consequently, I question the wisdom ofdisturbing them in their present occupancy of the privately owned lands orin any wa disco their evident orderl • and peaceful mode of lie'

28,    Isststant Exhibit 36 is the owners of the EI Tejon Rancheria permit the Indians to reside peacefully on the lands occupied lay them for a rental of $1.
00

er938 Commissioner year, it is not believed that the existing relationship should be disturbed at this time; nor is it deemed advisable to ask Congress for
p

William legislation such as you suggest, especially as it would necessitate the appropriation of a large sum of money to pay for the lands involved."Z.
inimennan

to

George W.

H Esq.

b
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Section
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Document

1

January
18,   

List
of .  

macs

Exhort
37

Listing

Raflchetia
in

Kean

Counn)

W

1938

nderthejurisdic € 
f

Oj

the

Office
of

Indian
Affairs
by

o

Reservation
and

U

CountV

OQ

iptil
1,

Last
o €.

igenctes
Exhibit
38

Tasting
Ftsncheria
m

fern

Counry,§

Cj

1941

underthe

o

jurisdiction
of

the

Office
of

U

Indian
Affairs
by

reservation
or

Q

area, 
and

corm

00

august
13,   

Area

Director

F,xlrtibit
39

Reference
is

made
to

our

telephone
conversation
of
a

few
dais
ago

relating
to

the

welfare

m

of
the

Indian

comumrr
located
on

the
El

n

2

Leonard
Bill
to

Tejon
Ranch
un

Kern

County, 
which
was

damaged
by

the

recent

earthquake
nt

that

area,"

Conutusstoner,

Q

Bureau
of

Indian

It

affairsUndated
men©    

Exhibit
fie
do

have
a

small
frame

scksflal
building

located
at

the
Fl

Tejon
Indian

Commurtiry, 
but

arluch
is

located
on

non -

trust
land. 

Several

t`co

to

the

Indian
fatties
live
in

this

anmedtate
warty.  '
None
of

which
are
on

property
re

o

Commissioner

o

tegandmg
the

o

earthquake
at

Te'

June
3,

area

Director

Emit
42

Reference
is

made
to

your
letter
of

Ithr

14,1953, 
regarding
the

Indians
whe
Eve
on
the
El

Tejon
Ranch
in

Ken

County. 
The

Indian

19i3

Leonard
AL

Hill

Bureau
has

been

concerned
over
the

welfare
of

these

Indians
for

many

yeas.... 
About
1915
a

suit
was

brought
in

the

Federal
Court
to

Paul
E.

H

establish
the

right
of

those

Indians
to

the

lanai

which
they

occupied.  
Howrever, 
the

decision
of
the

court
was
that
the

Indians
did
not

have

Herzog

any

right
of

occupancy
on

the

ranch(.) 

Therefore, 
the

Indians
are

living
on

the
El

Tejon
Ranch
as

tenants
of
the

owners
of

that

property.

Since
the

land

occupied
by

these

Italians
is

privately
owned, 
the

government
has
no

jurisdiction
over
the

property
and

government
funds

appropriated
to

the

Indian
Service

cannot
be

used
for

improving
the

fatties
of

these

Indians. 
1.

lb
so

1937

BIA
List
of

knachment
El

Tejon — 
not
a

reservation — 
lands

privatel
owned
In

Tejon
Ranch
See

letter
o €

b
23 -

192  '

Reservations,    
i

to

Nor
8,

I

noes
and

Dates

2006

Letter

Undated
fist

contains
statutes

passed
in

1958 (
see

Strawberry
Palley

Ranch)

of

Acquisition
to

Interior

and
D'    

tion

9
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Ma
6,

Special
Indian

Eirhiildit
47

1

an
of

the

opinion
that
our

t)ffn
a

would
eater
into

some
sort
of

agr

t

with
the

rounty, 
whereby
we

would
bear
a

part
of
the

ent

Asbury
to

expense
of

maintaining
the

school
there, 
if

satisfactory

LU

1915

Ag

Harry

could
not

there
and

build
a

budding

ardat
of
our

can
be

made °   

the

owners
of
the

ranch. 
We

understand, 
that
we

go

and

smairttain
a

school
of

our

awn, 
unless
it

was

entirely
agreeable
with

you
and

believe, 
that

under

Chandler, 
Los

the

law, 
the

Government
could
not

build
a

building
on

land
to

which
they
did
not

have
a

tide. 
If

some

N

Angeles
Times

whereby
the

County
worth

duct, 

provide
the

building.

maintain
the
dis

I

feel
sure
that
we

could
t

the
a

acs
could
be

mane,

U

Government
would
bear
a
i

of
the

se

of

malntannm
the

school"

jspmval
of
a

contract, 
whereby
the

December
Special
agent

Exhibit
48

I

am

ineludtag
herewith
an

applicano
for

contract
with
the
T

on

district
m

KM

Count
Cahform
for

C)

IS, 

1916

Asbug• 
to

the

to

recommend
a

contract
in

this
rase
with
a

view
to

gtvmg
it
a

trial

This

children. 
I

am

disposed

particular
taint
of

Indians
has

beers
the

subject
of

very

extensive

o

Commissioner
of

correspondence. 
The

Office
will

recall
that

they
have
been

threatened, 
so
it
is

alleged, 
with

election
from
their

present
home
on
the

Tejon

o

Indian
Affairs

Bch, 
which
is

owned
by
a

syndicate
of

Liss

Angeles
capitalists. 
This
band
of

Indians
was
a

subect
of
u

1914
and
I

believe
that
I<li

j

Investigation
t

iun

Terrell
has

made
some
its

since
and
m

fact, 
I

tunic
I

have

wntten
a

few

letters
since
that
tune

f

Commissioner

guisr

April
30,     

Acting
Assistant
Fa

Jubit
Si

To

admit
to

the

public
school
in

the

district
named

durnig
the

fiscal
sear

ending
June

30,1917
Twenty (
20) 

Indian
children

between
tine

m

191"

ages
of

five
and

eightee
gars, 
whose

parents
are

members
ofTe

C.F. 

Hauke
to

Item , 

Nevada"

I 

tribe
of

Indians
under
the

jurisdiction
of
the ','.

S. 

Special
Indian

Ageii4

I

Secretary
of

the

Interior

C/)Q

Lease

between
I

ExIdtbit
55

This

agreement; 
made
and

entered
into
this
I" 

day
of

May
A. D. 

Taylor,

Tu

1922, 
by- 

and

between
Joe
J. 

Tag
lor, 

Supeentendent & 
Ish} 
su
ass
of
tie

Joe

e

River
Indian
School
and

Agency, 
Porteiville, 

Caufoai, 
on

behalf
of

the

tjni
Stat

Superintendent &

School
District

Petits
tìliarea
1, 

F

Leon
8r

J.IL
La
ada

party
of
cue

second

part ` 
of

first
part, 
and

Trustees
of

Indian

ti

Physician
of

the

cO

Tile
Raver
and

AF3dtiiessetu; 
that
said
a

of
the

first

O

p

rt}

part, 
for
grid
w

consideration
of

instruction
given

unto

Indian
children. 
wands
of
the

Federal

o

the

Indian
School

Government, 
by

Public
School

District
El

Tejon, 
Kern

County,

District

California, 
and

other
good
and

valuable

consideration, 
dons

hereby- 
let

and

lease
unto

party
of

the

second
part
and
to

their

successors
in

offer, 
for
us

and

occupation
for
the

purpose
of

conducting
therein
a

pubic

school
tt , 

13? ;

cue

folluvin

which
Indian
children
shall
have

access
up

AIa

first;

an

entire

equality
with

white

children, 
for
the

period
of

three
years, 

begin" 
on

described
rem+sea

December

Justification

Exlsibit
57

In
the

foothills
of

the

Sierra

iltounm

2' 

1920

dian

ins
in

the

State
of

California
there
is
a

settlement
of

Indians
is

sown
as

the
Tel

In

Settlement.

The

nearest
public
school
is
9

miles

distant. 
There
ate

some
25

children
of

56001
age

without

educaucinal
privileges
and
the

of

these

Indians
to

an

established
school
is

impr

very

cable. 
The

Indians
are

wards
of
the

Government
and

To

meet
du

situation in

a

school
district
has

been

established, 
which
under
the

provisions
of

the

California
laws
will

draw

enough
stare
and

county
money

practically

to

support
the

school.  

However, 
the

Indians
have
no

property
which
could
be

taxed
to

provide
a

schoolhouse, 
and

arrangement
is

being

made

wherelA
the

school
district
will

agree
to

removal
of

and

Improvements
which
the

United
States

map
place
on
a

tract
of

land

leased
for

school

purposes
and
it

Is

planned
to

place
a

portable

schoolhouse
on

the

tract

leased
for
the

purpose
which
will

provide
school

facilhne 
for

this

group
of

Indians."

The

Superintendent
advises
that

advertising
for

portable

schoolhouses
has

been
made
and
the

bide

which
it

is

proposed
to

accept
a

the

loves
most

Practicable
and

desirable.

November
Assistant

Exhabit
58

Name

Specifically
tribe
or

tribes
from

which
pupils
art, 
au
be

obtained
under

contract•. 
Tejon
Indian
Tribe.

12, 

1934

Commissioner

Degree
of

Indian
blood- 
over , 
z

Indian."

E.B. 

Mcritt
to

D.A. 
Do  '

10



r-0ItNt)Mtl

INDEX
OF

FEDERAL
DOCUMENTS — 
OVER
A

CENTURY
OF

FED ERAL

RECOGNITION
OF

AND

SUPERVISION
OVER
THE

TEJON
INDIAN
TRIBE

N

DcP
rtment
of

the

Interior's
Fun  '   

of

School
at
T  ' 

on

Ranch
and

Education
of
T  '

on

metnbets

N

Date

Document
Location

Relevant
Section
of

Document

December

Superintendent
Exhibit
59

In
the

case
of

Tejon
Indian

District, 
Kern

County, 
the

estimated
cost

per

pupil
per
day
a
7

28, 

1923

Doe

t?it, 

instead
of $

1.3I. 
in

regard
to

the

suggested

LLJ

dngton
to

the

reduction
in

rate, 

pleat
be

advised
that
after
a

most

carefid

investigation
of
the

circumstances
under
which
this

school
is

maintained, 
and

rn

Commissioner
of

from

personal
knowledge
of

the

conditions
peculiar
to

this

district, 
it
is

die

opinion
of

this

office
that
the

rate
of

fifty
cents
is

not

excessive

j

Indian  
lffain

and
is

absolutely
necessary
for

properly

maintaining
desirable

educational €
acilit€es. 
1]ie

public
s

drool

authorities: 
were

ronsalted
in

the

o

remises
and

under
date
of

November
30."

U

Jan. 
16,

Assistant

Exhibit
60

Authority
is

herby
granted
you
to

expend
duritig
the

fiscal
year

1926... €
tom
funds
now

being

allotted
you
of

Indian
Schools

Support

O

1926

Commissioner

in

payment
of

nation
for

Indian
pupils
of

your

jurisdiction
in

attendance
at

the

following
Public
School
diet ®
cis ... 

Teloa
Indtanj
j'

t]

bleritt
to

M

Superintendent
Do

on

2

August
23,   

Superintendent
Exhibit
64

Your

application
for

entrance
to

Sherman
Institute
has

been

approved."

U

1944

D.K. 
Biety
to

Q

Edward
Montex

m

May
29,     

Superintendent
Exhibit
62

The
El

Tejon
group
of

Indians
have
lived
in

that

particular
spot
from
time

immemorial — 
as

the

Indians
sav, "

From
the

time
the

sure
first

Q

1945

Rw]mTA
to

came
up." 

Sometime
in

the
185
T's, 
a

Superintendent
by

the

name
of

Beale
came
out

from
the

East
who  .. 

supported
the

idea
that
the
old

Commissioner
of

Spanish
grant, 

now

under
the

name
El

Tejon, 
should
be

Indian
bird

Appanethdd
money

was
not

forthcoming
for
the

purchase, 
and
a

fear

Q

Indian
Affairs

years
later
we

find
that

Beak

acquired
the

ranch.

I

In

the

Twenties, 
the

whole
matter
came
into
the

courts
for

settlement
and
for

clearance
of

title. 
The

court
ruled
that
the

title
to

this
land

ti

was
in

the
El

Tejon
Ranch

Company
and
not
is

the

Indians.

M00

This

school
building

was
built

before
final

decision
regarding
the
title
to

the

ranch
had

been
made. 
Our

records
do

not

indicate
that

any

o

piece
of

land
from
the
El

Tejon
Ranch

was

conveyed
to

the

Government.... 
None
of

the

surrounding
land
used
by

the

Indians
is

Government -
owned
land. 
The

Indians
live
on

the

ranch
land — 
a

very
Small

place — 
use
it, 

and

work
for
the

ranch; 
but

they
have
no

title
to

it.It

should, 
however, 
be

borne
in

mind
that
here
is
a

stable
and

small
Indian

population
of

perhaps
ten
or

twch
a &

nuhes
who
have

always

lived
on
E1

Tejon
Ranch
and

would

probably
continue
to

live

them
for
a

considerable
period
of

time. 
I

think
it

would
be
a

better
idea
to

have
the

school
closed
and
the

children

transported
to

the

Sunset
School, 
as
is

now

planned
by

Superintendent
purr. 
The

important
dung

is

that

some
wa

be

found
such
that

thisbuilding
tax
be

used
in

connection
with
the

Sunset
School."

Sept. 
1947

Approval
by

Exhibit
Die

family
home
is

on

the
E1

Tejon
Ranch, 
where

they
have

always
lived
as

well
as

their

parents
and

grandparents
Before
them. 
It
is

i
a

Superintendent
64

remote
area
with
no

nearby
public
or

federal
high

school
and
is

not

reached
by

school
bus

service...  [
She
is

hill

degree
Indian
and
have

Rockwell
of

never
known

any

other

students
than

Indian." 
bliildred
l

Every, 

Sacramento
Indian

Agency
Social

Worker.

Nellie
HutioApplication

to

Sherman
Institute

11
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tug. 
23,

7ffidawt
and

Tab
R

Q. 
So

each
area

office
eras

consulted
to

canfism
its

undersmnduhg
of

vhich
getups

were
in
a '---

W
relation

1994

Testimony
of

at

the

area
level, 
is

that

correct?

S

P= 

admuustered
b }° 

them

L

U

Patricia

Simmons,

A. 

Yes, 
that
was
the

purpose
of

subnhitting
the
list
for

their

review.

before

Q. 

And
that

would
have
been
19 —

j

Administrative

A. 

The

same
year, 
66.

O

Mary
judge

Q. 

bate
6(Ys?

U

Torbert, , 
in

O

6.  

2966, 
after
I

did
the

initial
draft
and

submitted
it

to

rnt

boss, 
it

was

ultimately
circulated
to

the

areas
under
a

letter

daredugusr
r]

Gmae
V.     

1966
for

their

revw% 
and

comment.

Cam
lra

Indian

Q. 

And
I

take
it

from
one
of

your
earlier

answers
that
the

records
of
the

review
and

comment
ate
no

longer
in

enstence.

o

93 -
1

SDOI

o

A. 

I've
not

been
able
to

find

them."

Office
of

U

Hearings
and

Q. 

Does
this

1969

document
reflect
what

you
were

referring
to

earlier
as

later
work
that

began
to

take
into

consideration
the

question
of

m

4pps) -

federal

recognition?
A. 

The

December
5

1969
is
a

revision
of
the
list

folloEVing
comments

received
from
the

area,

Q

Q- 
It

took
three

years
to

deal
with

problems?

A. 

Sometimes
it

does.

Q. 

Okay.

Q

Ind
alien

you
will

note
that
the

subject
matter
was

recast

somewhaL

Q. 

Could
you

elaborate
on

that, 
how

you
see
it

being

redefined
as
a

lists

I-

A.  

Well, 

basically
it

indicated
the

areas
wem

concerned
the

initial
Gar

would
convey

other
than
what
it

was

intended. 
So
it

was

recast
to

I-ce)

stricty
reflect

only
those
Indram
tribes
who
we

Iran

some

dealings
m

the

form
of

IYU

constitutions, 
other

constitutions, 
and

those
that

O

were

unorganized, 
but
that
we

had

some
formal

dealings
with.

p

1968

Iew
BI:

In

1966, 

William $. 
Finale
was

named
director
of
the

Sacramento
Area

Office
after
five

years
of

service
as

deputy
assistant

commisuoner

Sacramento
irea

community
affairs) 
in

Washington, 
D.C.  

finale
came
to

the

Bureau
of

Indian
Affairs
in

1961
as

senior

program

LS

rector

D

p

gram

officer
in

Washington,

12
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Genealogical
Relationships

within
the
Tejon
Band
in

1915

oPrepared
by

n

Jahn
R. 
Johnson, 
Ph.D.

Curator
of
Anthropology

p

Santa
Barbara
Museum
of
Natural
History

M N

May
2006

o N O v CQ O W O O Ui v



Key
to
Genealogical  _

diagrams,  
Figures
1— 
6

4 -D

Married
couple

Deceased
Tejon

man

0

Deceased
Tejon

woman

w

Non- 
Indian
husband

D to D p0D

Notes:

n

The
numbers
given
for
each
individual

correspond
to
the
order
of
listing
in
the
1915

census
of
th

0

e

Tejon

Band
as

reported
by
Special
Agent
John
J. 

Terrell (
see
Table
1).  

Only
the

names
of
those
people
listed

in

the
census
appear
in
Figures
1— 
6.  

Those
Tejon

Indian
forebears
and
previous

spouses
who
had
died

p

prior
to
the
1915

census
are
not

listed
by

name.

n

The
dates
of
birth
given
in
these

genealogical
diagrams

sometimes
differ
from
what
would
be
expected

o

d

from
the
estimate

ages
in
Terrell's
1915

census.  
The
dates
provided
in
Figures ^'

p

gores
1— 
6

were
largely
based

co

upon
more

accurate
information

contained
in

baptismal
records
and
the
1933
roll
compiled
under
the

M

1928
California
Indian
Jurisdictional
Act.  
Information

regarding
dates
of
death
and
place
of
burial

were

mostly
obtained
from
Kern
County
death

records.

N O N O v CQ O W O h Cn y



O N O v Q CD W N O h Cn
4



25

Domingo
Duarte

b.abt
1847

died
in

1916

buried
at

Tejon

v Q O W W O h Ui
4



65

Eugenia
Mendez

b. 
abi. 
1654

died
in

1920

buried
at

Tejon

W O h Cn
4



W U1 O Ut v



O N O v CQ O W W O h Ui
4



O N O v tQ O W
4

O h J1 4



Photographs
of
Indian
Homes
at
Tejon
R.ancheria,  

1917,

mostly
taken
by
John
P.  
Harrington

D cQ 0 W w 0 h cn 4



Tejon
Indian
Photographs
from
the
J.  

P.  
Farrington

Papers

at
the
National
Anthropological
Archives 1

r=

Sr. (
see
Genealogical
Figs. 
I

and
2)

v cQ 0 W co 0 h cn 4



Tej
Indian
Photographs

taken
by
John
P.  
Harrington
in

1917
S

0 0 cn 4



Tejon
Indian
Photaaranhs
taken
by
Edward.  
S.  

Curtis,  
about

1916

v cQ 0 0 h cn 4
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John . R. Johnson, Ph.D.
Brief Biography Pertaining to Tejon EffinoWstory

John R. Johnson has served as curator ofanthropology at the Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History since 1986.  He undertook graduate studies in anthropology at the
University of California, Santa Barbara beginning in 1978 and completed his Ph.D. in
1988.  Dr. Johnson has contributed to many aspects ofCalifornia Indian studies during
the course ofhis career, and in particular has specialized in the ethnohistory of Native
Americans in central and southern California.  He has authored or co- authored more than
60 published articles in peer »reviewed journals and edited volumes.  In addition to his
museum responsibilities, Dr. Johnson teaches an anthropology course on California
Indians at the University ofCalifornia, Santa Barbara,

Since 1977, while working in the cultural resources program for Los Padres National
Forest, Dr. Johnson began studying the ethnohistory of the Tejon region of the southern
San Joaquin Valley.  His initial "interviews with Tejon Indians commenced in 1984, and
he has worked steadily since that time compiling an extensive amount of biographical
and genealogical information pertaining to 'Tejon families.  He has conducted about 35
interviews with members of the Tejon tribe, especially emphasizing the eldest generation
that was brought up in the "Tejon rancheria.  Four tape- recorded oral history interviews
were with elders now no longer living.

Dr. Johnson, has traced the family lineages of current tribal members from their forebears
as far back as eight or nine generations using California mission registers, the records of
the mid - nineteenth century Tejon reservation, census records, ethnographic papers, and
B1A documents.  He has gathered an extensive collection of historical photographic
images from various archives and family albums and identified the people and places
through information provided by tribal elders and research in primary sources.  Six of Dr.
Johnson's published works pertain as a whole or in part to Tejon ethnohistory, and he
was consulted by Dr. George Phillips for the llatter's recent book, "Bringing Thera under
Subjection:" " California "s Tejan Indian Reservation and Beyond, 1852 - 1864..
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at  '  161, i6
tee

N011  -  Isis

ba 14pnorabia

the seeretary of the Idntarioa.

tri!'*

The Orriere halt Ue h error to reeaerredend

that .tbe .'YA'N l/4 the IM/4 3'3/4 Beer.  2;  .the )M/4
MV4 s4c.  U" VA 5/2 086.  u..  the r  / t 6V'4,  and
the 304.  26;  the 9/2 Be*.  34.  gad tho v/2
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t dine rserielkm esedtatnIgg So*  as"Sp The  : zWeurrOri3,p

rr u ed and  *j%  +rreido rer tht sea*  a''  the 11 7Ajon
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Ta this ilonmiation attontia*  Le, inYLUd to

the enalaeed letter darted  $epteertIbar 81,  1916 i"M;
peial 13e rieraIoner  :.  i.  Tsrr1e11,  set tires rar -th is

I detail thg lead eanditiaey and aced of the**  IdtdL%nopt

C and aug st $Ag that it POSOiUw certain sander be let
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However,  Obhvald the Units&  Motes be uni)uooessful in
this suit,  this Off'"  belierree it would be odvantag-
00*2 to bowa the ferepiEW leads re&srved for the user

of the Indie.ns..   
8144e it is not now oertain that  *boy

Will be a jeoted ,  the 40i"'f'ioe belioyes that at presorA
only it teo""ty Wr tbOawsl till neveosnxy.

A loiter,  d"VA motobOr 86,  1916,  from the
Assistant 00 ioner of the Oft6rol UnA .:OffiasA

shows that the leaden above deeoribed are T6oeat.
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Ohief Clerk.

A p'rov A rastertoa to hrr'  rA eftoaar of the9Nemars
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CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM

TO: AS-IA Staff

FROM: Larry Echo Hawk, Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs

CC: Patrice Kunesh, Deputy Solicitor— Indian Affairs

SUBJECT:    Consideration ofCorrective Administrative Reaffirmation

ll
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